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Osage Nation Constitution

PREAMBLE:

We the WA ZA ZOt (Wah-zha-zhe), known as the Osage People, having
formed as Clans in the far distant past, have been a People and as a People have
walked this earth and enjoyed the blessings of WA KA® DA (Wah-kon-tah) for more
centuries than we truly know.

Having resolved to live in harmony, we now come together so that we may
once more unite as a Nation and as a People, calling upon the fundamental values
that we hold sacred: Justice, Fairness, Compassion, Respect for and Protection of
Child, Elder, All Fellow Beings, and Self.

Paying homage to generations of Osage leaders of the past and present, we
give thanks for their wisdom and courage. Acknowledging our ancient tribal order
as the foundation of our present government, first reformed in the 1881 Constitution
of the Osage Nation, we continue our legacy by again reorganizing our government.

This Constitution, created by Osage People, hereby grants to every Osage
citizen a vote that is equal to all others and forms a government that is accountable to
the citizens of the Osage Nation.

We, the Osage People, based on centuries of being a People, now strengthen
our government in order to preserve and perpetuate a full and abundant Osage way

of life that benefits all Osages, living and as yet unborn.




ARTICLE I - TITLE

This tribe shall hereafter be referred to as The Osage Nation, formerly known as
the Osage Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma.

ARTICLE II - TERRITORY AND JURISDICTION

Section 1. Territory: The territory of the Osage Nation shall include the Osage
Reservation, duly established by the Congress of the United States pursuant to (1) the
Treaty between the United States of America and the Great and Little Osage Indians,
Sept. 29, 1865, 14 Stat. 687; (2) Article 16 of the Treaty between the United States of
America and the Cherokee Nation of Indians, July 19, 1866, 14 Stat. 799; and (3) the
Act of June 5, 1872, ch. 310, 17 Stat. 228 (An Act to Confirm to the Great and Little
Osage Indians a Reservation in the Indian Territory), and all other lands under
federally-restricted status title to which is held by the Nation or the People, or by the
United States in trust on behalf of the Nation or the People, and any such additional
lands as are hereafter acquired and similarly held by the Nation or the People or by
the United States on behalf of the Nation or the People. Territory is defined as, but is
not limited to, air, water, surface, sub-surface, natural resources and any interest
therein, notwithstanding the issuance of any patent or right of way in fee or otherwise,
by the governments of the United States or the Osage Nation, existing and/or in the
future.

Section 2, Jurisdiction: The jurisdiction of the Osage Nation shall extend over
all persons, subjects, property, and over all activities that occur within the territory of
the Osage Nation and over all Osage citizens, subjects, property and activities outside
such territory affecting the rights and laws of the Osage Nation.

Nothing in this Article shall be construed to limit or impair the ability of the Osage
Nation to exercise its jurisdiction within or without its territory based upon its inherent
sovereign authority as a nation of Osage People.

ARTICLE 111 - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Base Membership Roll: The base membership of the Osage Nation
shall consist of those persons whose names appear on the final roll of the Osage tribe
of Indians pursuant to the Act of June 28, 1906 (34 Stat. 539).

Section 2. Qualifications for Membership: All lineal descendants of those
Osages listed on the 1906 Roll are eligible for membership in the Osage Nation, and
those enrolled members shall constitute the citizenry subject to the provisions of this
Constitution and to the laws enacted and regulations approved pursuant to this
Constitution.












































































