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The Public School Support Pro-
gram is the vision of the Osage
Nation Education Department.
The department has recognized
the need to implement a pro-
gram that would enhance the
academic environment of our
Osage Students. After careful
planning, it is ready to begin. The
goal and purpose of the Osage
Nation Public School Support
Program is to better educate and
provide Osage students within
the Osage Nation the services
and assistance they need to excel
in their educational endeavors.
The focus of the Support Pro-
gram will be to:

e Improve the attendance rate
of the Osage students

e Improve the overall grades
of the Osage student

Improve on the grade level
students perform in Read-
ing, Math and Science.

Improve on the End of Year
test scores to have all en-
rolled students scoring in
the top 50% in Reading,
Math, and Science

Assist in providing culturally
relevant workshop/training
to teachers, classes and
school district about Osage
customs and traditional
ways.

Provide leadership and com-

munity service opportunities
to our youth

Increase the average ACT
score of Osage students to
21
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What is the Osage Nation Public School Support Program?

Each one of our participating
schools has an on-site Field Facili-
tator that will be available
throughout the school year to
help with students’ needs. Our
participating schools are Hominy
and Pawhuska. The Osage Na-
tion is proud to bring this oppor-
tunity to our schools. We hope
that this program grows to other
schools within the Osage nation
and continue to work hard to
bridge the gap of communication
between the Osage Nation, our
educators and our families.
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Michael Davis, Hominy
Field Facilitator

Tim Shadlow, Hominy
Field Facilitator

Maureen Wright , Paw-
huska Field Facilitator

Meet Our Team: Michael Davis, Hominy

My name is Mike Davis and |
am the Osage Nation Field
Facilitator for Hominy Public
Schools. | have been married
for 9 years to my beautiful wife
Melanie and we are blessed to
have three blonde headed
Osage girls: Kennedy, Kinzie,
and Kambree. | graduated
from Hominy in 1996 and
soon after joined the United
States Army. My twelve years
in the military has taken me
from East to West Coast and
overseas to Iraq twice. |
served on active duty for seven

years and am now in the Okla-
homa National Guard.

My military background is in
Communications and | have
been trained in various leader-
ship capacities. From 2006-
2008, | was the Activity Coor-
dinator for the Boys & Girls
Clubs of the Osage Nation and
enjoyed teaching kids the basic
principles of responsibility and
community service. While
Employed with the Boys &
Girls Clubs, I attended semi-
nars for handling difficult stu-

Tim Shadlow, Hominy

My name is Timothy Shadlow
and | am a member of the
Osage Nation. | grew up in
Osage County and graduated
from Hominy High School in
1993. During high school |
participated in several sports
and was a member of the stu-
dent counsel. After high
school | moved to Stillwater
and attended Oklahoma State
University. | later moved to
Lawrence , Kansas and com-
pleted a bachelors degree in
Business from Haskell Indian
Nations University. During my

time in Lawrence , | worked at
the Haskell Indian Health Cen-
ter as a Lifestyle Program Co-
ordinator. | have been work-
ing with my brother at Shad-
low Welding in Hominy and
when | saw the job posting for
Field Facilitator with the Osage
Nation, | knew that it would
be a perfect fit. | am ex-
tremely excited for this oppor-
tunity. Educational success, in
my opinion is a critical piece in
the development of healthy
and productive people and |
am thrilled to be a part of it.

Maureen Wright, Pawhuska

My name is Maureen Wright
and | have recently taken on
the role of Field Facilitator for
the Osage Nation in the Paw-
huska School District. | am
truly looking forward to having
the opportunity to work with
our Osage students, the faculty
and the parents in Pawhuska
Schools. | am a native New
Yorker and after graduating
from Rutgers University, |
took on a position with Dale
Carnegie Training after intern-
ing there for two years. After
working for them for several
years, | moved out west to
Arizona. This is where | began
my work with Native Ameri-

can children. For seven years |
collaborated with many differ-
ent tribes to help at-risk youth
with life-skills training, coping
skills, stress management skills
and substance abuse issues. It
was truly a rewarding experi-
ence. We moved to Okla-
homa three years ago and
since then is has been my aspi-
ration to work with Native
American youth again. |am
honored to work for the
Osage Nation and | am hon-
ored to help children reach
their full academic and per-
sonal potential. My door is
always open.

dents, supervising and organ-
izational skills.

| look forward to assisting all
Native American Youth of
Hominy to reach their full
potential.

s

| am married to a wonderful

woman, Joanna Mashunkashey

Shadlow. She has her Doctor-
ate in clinical psychology and is
currently on faculty at the
University of Tulsa. | have two
beautiful children, a 4 year old
daughter Mila Renne Shadlow
and a 5 month-old son Mason
Ray Shadlow. We are excited

to be back in Oklahoma and

look forward to re-integrating
ourselves back into the Hom-
iny Community.

My husband’s family is Osage
and most of them grew up in
Hominy. Together we have a
son named Thomas who is five
years old and is the center of
our lives. We moved to Hom-
iny in June and have enjoyed
being closer to family. We are
happy to raise our son here.

B T
Be a role model for
your children by

serving others.
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ey, Pawhuska

Hello, my name is Mandy
McKinley. | was raised in the
Grayhorse District of Fairfax, |
am a very family oriented person
and | also enjoy carrying on our
Osage traditions and cultural life.
My family and | take pride in par-
ticipating in the In’Lon’Shka
dances every year. Not only am |
a member of the Osage Nation,
but my heritage backgrounds are

Alfred McKinley and we have a
four year old daughter named
Marleigh Marie . My husband and |
are both currently pursuing our
Bachelor’s Degree in Early Child-
hood Education through Bacone
College. My daughter, is attending
her first year of school at the
Osage Nation Headstart in Paw-
huska. For the past year, | had the
privilege of working with the

give back to my community and to
help make a difference in the field
of education.

| am proud to be an Osage Nation
Field Facilitator for Pawhuska
schools and | am excited to be a
part of the Pawhuska school sys-
tem. | am also very eager to meet
and work with all of the students,
teachers, and staff.

Mandy McKinley,
Pawhuska
Field Facilitator

ground.

made of many nationalities which
make up my diverse cultural back-

| currently reside in Pawhuska,
with my family. | am the wife of

Osage Nation Certificate Degree
of Indian Blood Department.

| attended all Woodland Schools

and after graduation, | left to pur-
sue a higher education degree in

college, | have always wanted to

Staying Involved In School

It’s a downward trend. As chil-
dren start kindergarten , parents
are quite involved with their educa-
tion. We attend parent-teacher
conferences, cheer on our children
at school concerts and sporting
events and hang up school work in
the family art gallery on the refrig-
erator. But sometimes we distance
ourselves from school as our chil-
dren grow older. Kids seem to be
doing well without much of our
involvement. They're suppose to
be independent. Right?

Kids need their parents to stay
actively involved in their education

throughout middle and high school.
Parents can easily stay involved in
small ways that will make a big dif-
ference. For example:

e Maintain ongoing communica-
tion with your child’s teacher
(s). Call to check in every
month-before trouble appears.
See if teachers have email.

e Join a parent-teacher organiza-
tion. If you can't volunteer a
lot of time, say so.

e Volunteer to help out in small
ways. Check with the teacher
or the school’s volunteer coor-
dinator.

e Help seniors fill out college

application

e Volunteer to speak on career
day

e  Attend all conferences. If you
can't make it on the designated
date, arrange to meet at an-
other time

e Read the same book your child
is assigned in English class and
talk about it together.

Remember, your children are
proud of you and love having the
chance to show you off to their
teachers and principal.

Oklahoma American Indian Challenge Bowl

The Osage Nation Education Depart-

ment took 12 Native American stu-
dents from Hominy, Pawhuska, and
Woodland Public Schools to the
2009 Oklahoma American Indian
Challenge Bowl on April 1st. The
Oklahoma American Challenge Bowl
is an academic competition for Okla-
homa Indian students enrolled in
grades 7-12. Each team consists of 5

student team members and one adult

sponsor. Due to different extra-
curricular activities there were only
two teams that were able to com-
pete, but they did very well.

The Oklahoma American Indian
Challenge Bowl is designed to
stimulate Indian students, their
parents and adult sponsors to
learn about tribal people, accurate
tribal histories, cultural traditions
and emphasize the importance of
tribal languages that make-up the
39 Indian tribes located in Okla-
homa. The students fairly en-
joyed the experience of learning
more about particular tribes and
traditions of Oklahoma Tribes.

It is the hope of the Oklahoma
Council for Indian Education that
through this and other student
competitions, those students will
gain valuable knowledge not ad-
dressed in the crowded curriculum
demands required by public
schools in Oklahoma. We were
very pleased to have each student
participate and we feel they
learned very much from the ex-
perience. Next year will be more
successful and hopefully bring
home a trophy!

What a child
does not
receive he can
seldom later
give.

-P.D. James

Focus on the

positive and

your children
will too.



